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CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 7572 
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SUBJ: CHILEAN JUNTA LOWERS STATE OF SIEGE TO LOWEST LEVEL 
REF: SANTIAGO 7475 

1 . SUMMARY: IN SPITE OF THE IMPRESSION LEFT BY PRESIDENT 
PINOCHET IN HIS SEPTEMBER 1 1 SPEECH THAT THE STATE OF SIEGE 
WOULD CONTINUE UNCHANGED FOR THE TIME BEING, THE GOC IN FACT 
REDUCED THE LEVEL OF THE STATE OF SIEGE. THIS UNHERALDED 
MEASURE MAY PRECLUDE MILITARY TRIALS WHICH ARE NOT APPEALABLE 
TO THE CIVILIAN SUPREME COURT. THE GOC ALSO WORDED THE 
EXTENSIONS OF EMERGENCY POWER TO LEAVE OPEN THE POSSIBILITY 

OF DROPPING TO A NEW, AND LESSER, EMERGENCY CONDITION ON 
A MOMENTS NOTICE-PROBABLY SOMETIME IN DECEMBER. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF SEPTEMBER 10 PUBLISHED DECREE 
LAW (DL) 1889 CONTINUING THE STATE OF SIEGE— BUT AT THE 
LOWEST OF THE FOURTCURRENT LEVELS. UNLIKE PREVIOUS DL'S, 

THIS ONE DID NOT SPECIFICALLY EXTEND THE STATE OF SIEGE 
FOR SIX MONTHS. ANOTHER DECREE PUBLISHED THE SAME DAY 
EXTENDED THE DESIGNATION OF EMERGENCY ZONE COMMANDERS 
FOR SIX MONTHS. 

3. A GOC OFFICIAL KNOWLEDGEABLE IN SUCH MATTERS SPECULATED 
THAT THE PRACTICAL EFFECT OF LOWERING THE STATE OF SIEGE 
FROM THE LEVEL OF "INTERNAL SECURITY" (WHERE IT HAD BEEN 
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SINCE SEPTEMBER 1975) TO THE LEVEL OF "SIMPLE INTERNAL 
COMMOTION" WAS TO PRECLUDE MILITARY TRIALS UNDER "TIME OF 
WAR" CONDITIONS. TRIALS UNDER "TIME OF WAR" CONDITIONS 
MAY ONLY BE APPEALED UP THE MILITARY CHAIN OF COMMAND. SEVERAL 
ACCUSED SUBVERSIVES DETAINED RECENTLY ARE BEING TRIED UNDER 
THESE PROCEDURES. MILITARY TRIALS UNDER "TIME OF PEACE" 

RULES PROVIDE FOR APPEAL TO A MIXED MILITARY-CIVILIAN COURT AND 
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FROM THERE TO THE ENTIRELY CIVILIAN SUPREME COURT. 

4. BY NOT SPELLING OUT A SIX MONTH EXTENSION OF 

THE STATE OF SIEGE, THE GOC LEFT OPEN THE POSSIBILITY OF 
ADOPTING A NEW EMERGENCY CATEGORY "STATE OF DEFENSE AGAINST 
SUBVERSION" ENVISIONED BY A CONSTITUTIONAL ACT ANNOUNCED A 
YEAR AGO. THIS ACT WILL COME INTO EFFECT ONLY AFTER A 
COMPLEMENTARY LAW HAS BEEN PROMULGATED WHICH CAN BE DONE AT ANY 
TIME (WE ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED IN SANTIAGO 2022 THAT THE GOC 
HAD A MID SEPTEMBER DEADLINE FOR PRODUCING THIS COMPLEMENTARY 
LAW). PRESUMABLY THE GOC WOULD RETAIN CERTAIN EXISTING EMERGENCY 
POWERS UNDER THE "STATE OF DEFENSE AGAINST SUBVERSION”- IN 
CLUDING EMERGENCY ZONE COMMANDERS WHOSE DESIGNATION WAS CON- 
TINUED FOR THE FULL SIX MONTH PERIOD PROVIDED BY THE LAW. 

5. IT IS NOW EXPECTED THAT THE GOC WILL CONTINUE THIS 
REGIMEN UNTIL DECEMBER. A HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST TOLD AN 
EMBOFF SEPTEMBER 13 THAT A GOC OFFICIAL HAD MENTIONED THE 
PRE-CHRISTMAS PERIOD AS MOST LIKELY, SENSITIVE EMBASSY SOURCES 
ALSO CITED THE DECEMBER PERIOD. 

6. COMMENT: NOTWITHSTANDING PINOCHET’S DESIRE NOT TO 
APPEAR TO BE BENDING TO EXTERNAL PRESSURE, HE MAY HAVE 
ENHANCED "DUE PROCESS", HOWEVER SLIGHTLY, BY THIS MEASURE. 

WE ARE SURPRISED THAT NO ONE ELSE HERE HAS PICKED I TUP. 

NELSON 
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